
 
Grade 3 ELA Curriculum Map  

 
LESSON OVERVIEW 

Daily Procedure: see Suggested Weekly Plan in Teacher Guide 
 

Reading Workshop 
Minilesson 

Reading Bridge 
Small Group/Independent Practice 

 
Writing Workshop 

Minilesson 
Writing Bridge 

Independent Writing 
Duration  Big Ideas Standards Covered 

 focus standards 
Resources 

 
Vocabulary 

5 Weeks 

I can learn more about traditional tales 
and. analyze plot and setting in a 
traditional tale. 
 
I can develop knowledge about language 
to make connections between reading 
and writing. 
 
I can use elements of text to write a 
personal narrative. 
 
I can learn more about traditional tales 
and infer theme in a folktale. 
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning environments by analyzing 
characters in realistic fiction. 
 
I can learn more about traditional tales 
and analyze descriptive language in a 
myth. 

Reading Literature 
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RL.3.7 

 
Reading Informational 

RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.7 
 

Language 
L.3.1, L.3.2.e, L.3.2.f, L.3.4. L.3.5, 

L.3.6 
 

Writing 
Narrative 
W.3.3a-f 

 

myView Literacy 
Unit 1: Environments 

plot 
characters 
setting  
theme 
infer 
 

Texts: 
 

W1: Grandma and the Great Gourd 
 
W2: Why the Sky Is Far Away 
 
W3: Cocoliso 
 
W4: Living in Deserts 
 
W5: The Golden Flower 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Duration  Big Ideas Standards Covered 
 Focus standards 

Resources 
 

Vocabulary 

5 Weeks 

I can learn more about informational 
texts and identify the main idea and 
details in an informational text. 
I can develop knowledge about language 
to make connections between reading 
and writing. 
 
I can use elements of informational text 
to write a how-to article. 
 
I can learn more about informational 
texts and analyze the structure of an 
informational text. 
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning interactions by analyzing 
illustrations in realistic fiction. 
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning interactions by analyzing the 
text structure of persuasive texts. 
 
I can learn more about informational 
texts and explain the author's purpose in 
an informational text. 
 
 

Reading Literature 
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RL.3.7 

 
Reading Informational 

RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.6 
 

Language 
L.3.1, L.3.2.e, L.3.2.f, L.3.4. L.3.5, 

L.3.6 
 

Writing 
Narrative 

W.3.3 
 
 

myView Literacy 
Unit 2: Interactions 

main idea 
details 
text structures Texts: 

 
W1: Patterns in Nature 
 
W2: Weird Friends 
 
W3: Wolf Island 
 
W4: Welcome Back, Wolves! and Wolves Don’t 
Belong in Yellowstone 
 
W5: Nature’s Patchwork Quilt 
 
 

  



Duration  Big Ideas Standards Covered 
 Focus standards 

Resources 
 

Vocabulary 

5 weeks  

I can learn more about historical fiction 
and analyze plot and setting in historical 
fiction.  
 
I can develop knowledge about language 
to make connections between reading 
fiction and writing historical fiction.  
 
I can use elements of narrative text to 
write a historical fiction story. 
 
I can learn more about historical fiction 
and analyze plot and setting in historical 
fiction. 
 
I can learn more about historical fiction 
and infer themes in historical fiction. 
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning heroes and analyze text 
structure in a biography. 
 
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning heroes and explain poetic 
elements in poetry. 
 
 

Reading Literature 
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, 

RL.3.5, RL.3.7 
 

Reading Informational 
RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.7 

 
Language 

L.3.1, L.3.2.e, L.3.2.f, L.3.4. L.3.5, 
L.3.6 

 
Writing 
Narrative 
W.3.3a-f 

 

myView Literacy 
Unit 3: Heroes 

author’s purpose  
point of view 
theme 
plot  
setting 
infer 
summarize 
 

Texts: 
 

W1: Below Deck: A Titanic Story 
  
W2: Granddaddy’s Turn: A Journey to the 
Ballot Box 
  
W3: from Little House on the Prairie and By the 
Shores of Silver Lake 
 
W4: Mama Miti: Wangari Maathai and the 
Trees of Kenya 
 
W5: Poems About Heroes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Duration  Big Ideas Standards Covered 
 Focus standards 

Resources 
 

Vocabulary 

5 weeks  

I can learn more about biography and 
analyze text structure in a biography.  
 
I can develop knowledge about language 
to make connections between reading 
and writing.  
 
I can use elements of opinion writing to 
write an opinion essay. 
 
I can learn more about biography and 
identify the main idea and key details in 
a biography. 
 
I can learn more about biography and 
explain the author's purpose in a 
biography. 
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning events by distinguishing 
viewpoint in narrative nonfiction.  
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning events by reading a text that 
helps me identify elements in a drama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Literature 
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, 

RL.3.5, RL.3.6, RL.3.7 
 

Reading Informational 
RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI..3.5, 

RI.3.6, RI.3.7 
 

Language 
L.3.1, L.3.2.e, L.3.2.f, L.3.3, L.3.4. 

L.3.5, L.3.6 
 

Writing 
Opinion 

W.3.1.a-f 
 

myView Literacy 
Unit 4: Events 

author’s purpose 
main idea 
point of view 
 Texts: 

 
W1: The House That Jane Built  
 
W2: from Frederick Douglass 
 
W3: from Milton Hershey 
 
W4: Green City  
 
W5: Grace and Grandma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Duration  Big Ideas Standards Covered 
 Focus standards 

Resources 
 

Vocabulary 

5 weeks 

I can learn more about informational 
texts and analyze text features in an 
informational text.  
 
I can use language to make connections 
between reading and writing.  
 
I can use knowledge of the sound and 
shape of poetry to write a poem.  
 
I can learn more about informational 
texts and analyze text structure in 
informational text. 
 
I can learn more about informational 
texts and analyze the text structure in a 
procedural text.  
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning solutions by analyzing point 
of view in historical fiction. 
 
I can learn more about themes 
concerning solutions by reading a text 
that helps me infer theme in traditional 
tales. 
 
 

Reading Literature 
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, 
RL.3.5, RL.3.6, RL.3.7, RL.3.8, 

RL.3.9 
 

Reading Informational 
RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.5, 

RI.3.6, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, RI.3.9 
 

Language 
L.3.1, L.3.2.e, L.3.2.f, L.3.3, L.3.4. 

L.3.5, L.3.6 
 

Writing 
Explanatory/Informative 

W.3.2.a-f 
 

myView Literacy 
Unit 5: Solutions 

main idea 
details 
argument 
compare 
contrast 
figurative language  
 

Texts: 
 

W1: Deep Down and Other Extreme Places to 
Live 
 
 
W2: Earthquakes, Eruptions, and Other Events 
that Change Earth 
 
W3: A Safety Plan: In Case of Emergency 
 
W4: Nora’s Ark 
 
W5: from Aesop’s Fox 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


