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Teachers teaching. Students learning. Schools improving.

Big Ideas

Grade 4 ELA Curriculum Map

Standards Covered
Focus standards

5 Weeks

I can learn more about narrative
nonfiction by analyzing the author’s
purpose in an autobiography.
I can use language to make connections
between reading and writing.

I can use elements of narrative
nonfiction writing to write a personal
narrative.

I can learn more about narrative
nonfiction by analyzing how an author
supports ideas with details in an
autobiography.

I can develop knowledge about language
to make connections between reading
and writing.

I can learn more about the theme
Networks by analyzing the text structure
of a magazine article.

I can learn more about narrative
nonfiction by analyzing text structure in
a biography.

Reading Literature
RL.4.1,RL.4.2,RL.4.4,RL4.5

Reading Informational
RI.4.1,R1.4.2, R1.4.5

Language
L.4.1a,L.4.1d-g, L.4.2b-d,

Writing
Narrative
W.4.3 W.4.5 W.4.6, W.4.9a-b

Resources

Texts:

W1: Reaching for the Moon

W2: Rare Treasure: Mary Anning and Her
Remarkable Discoveries

W3: “Twins in Space” from 4Ask Magazine

W4: Life at the Top

W5: Barbed Wire Baseball

Vocabulary

author’s purpose
Text structures
figurative language
theme
main idea
supporting details







Duration

Big Ideas

Standards Covered
Focus standards

Resources

Vocabulary

5 Weeks

I can learn more about historical fiction
and analyze plot and setting in historical
fiction.

I can develop knowledge about language
to make connections between reading
fiction and writing historical fiction.

I can use elements of narrative text to
write a historical fiction story.

I can learn about informational text by
analyzing cause-and-effect text
structure.

I can develop knowledge about language
to make connections between reading
and writing.

I can use elements of informational text
to write an article.

I can learn about fiction by analyzing the
significance of plot and setting.

I can learn more about poetry and read a
text that helps me analyze structure,
rhythm, rhyme, and meter.

I can develop knowledge about language
to make connections between reading
poetry and writing poetry.

I can use elements of informational text
to write a travel article.

I can learn more about informational text
by integrating information from multiple
sources.

Reading Literature
RL.4.1,RL.4.2,RL.4.3,RL44

Reading Informational: R1.4.1,
RI.4.2,R1.4.3,R1.4.4

Language
L.4.3a-c, L.4.4a-c, L.4.5a-c, L.4.6

Writing
Narrative
W.4.3, W.4.5, W.4.6, W.4.9a-b

Texts:

W1: Feathers: Not Just for Flying
W2: Animal Mimics
W3: from Minn of the Mississippi

W4: from Butterfly Eyes and Other Secrets of
the Meadow

W5: The Weird and Wonderful Echidna and
The Very Peculiar Platypus

main idea
details

plot

setting

text structure
cause and effect




Duration

Big Ideas

Standards Covered
Focus standards

5 weeks

I can learn more about fiction by
analyzing characters in realistic fiction.

I can develop knowledge about language
to make connections between reading
and writing.

I can use elements of narrative text to
write a realistic fiction story.

I can learn more about fiction and read a
text that helps me analyze plot and
setting.

I can learn more about the theme
Diversity by analyzing author’s purpose
in an autobiography.

I can learn about fiction and read texts
that help me compare and contrast point
of view.

I can learn more about the theme
Diversity by analyzing poetic elements

Reading Literature
RL.4.1,RL.4.3,RL.4.5,RL.4.6

Reading Informational
RI.4.5, R1.4.6

Language

L.4.1a-f, L.4.2a-c, L.4.3a-c, L.4.4a-c,

L.4.5a-c,L.4.6

Writing Opinion/Argumentative
W.4.1a-d, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6,
W.4.9a-b

Resources

Texts:

W1: from Out of My Mind

W2: from Mama's Window

W3: Trombone Shorty

W4: Weslandia and “The Circuit”

WS5: Poetry Collection

Vocabulary

characters
author’s purpose
point of view
theme
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Big Ideas

Standards Covered
Focus standards

5 weeks

I can learn about traditional literature by
analyzing characters.

I can use language to make connections
between reading and writing.

I can use elements of opinion writing to
write an essay.

I can learn more about traditional
literature by inferring theme.

I can learn more about the theme
Impacts by identifying elements of a
drama.

I can learn more about the theme
Impacts by inferring theme in historical
fiction.

I can learn more about traditional
literature by analyzing myths.

Reading Literature
RL.4.2,RL.4.3,RL.4.5,RL 4.7,
RL.4.9

Reading Informational
RI1.4.7,R1.4.9

Language
L.4.1a,b, g; L43a-c,L.4.6

Writing
Opinion/Argumentative
W.4.la-d, W.4.4, W45 W.4.6, W.4-
9a-b

W1:

W2:

W3

W4:

W5:

Resources

Texts:

from Can You Guess My Name?

from Can You Guess My Name?

: “La Culebra (The Snake)”

The Secret of the Winter Count

“Pandora” and “Race to the Top”

Vocabulary

theme
characters
tone
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Standards Covered
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Resources

5 weeks

I can learn more about informational text
by analyzing text features.

I can develop knowledge about language
to make connections between reading
and writing.

I can use knowledge of the elements and
structure of poetry to write a poem.

I can learn more about informational text
by analyzing the main, or central, idea
and details.

I can learn more about the theme
Features by analyzing the argument in
an argumentative text.

I can learn more about informational text
by explaining ideas from a text.

I can learn more about informational text
by explaining concepts in a text.

Reading Literature
RL.4.1,RL.4.2, RL.4.3,RL.4.7,
RL.4.8

Reading Informational
RI.4.1,RI.4.2,RI.4.3,RI.4.7, R1.4.8

Language
L.4.1f; L.4.2a-c; L.4.3a-c, L.4.4a-b,
L.4.5a-c,L.4.6

Writing
Informative
W.4.2a-e, W4.4, W45 W46, W4-
9a-b

Vocabulary

Texts:
W1: from Planet Earth
W2: Volcanoes

W3: firom The Top 10 Ways You Can Reduce
Waste

W4: The Himalayas

WS: Trashing Paradise and “Bye Bye Plastic
Bags on Bali”

main idea
details
argument
concepts




