
 
1st Grade ELA Curriculum Map 

 
myView Literacy Instructional Model Overview 

Reading Workshop Reading-Writing Bridge Writing Workshop 
Foundational Skills Differentiated Small-Group Instruction Whole-Group Instruction Read Like a Writer/Write 

for a Reader  
Language & Conventions 

Spelling 
Vocabulary 

Mini-Lesson 
Mentor Text Reflection 

Writing in Various Styles 
Writing in Various Genres 
Apply Writing Conventions 

Phonological Awareness 
Phonics 

Decoding 
Fluency 

Teacher-Led, Guided Reading 
Teacher-Led, Strategy Groups 

Independent Reading 
Book Club 

Mini-Lesson 
Read-Alouds/Think-Alouds 

Shared Reading 
Close Reading 

See Suggested Weekly Plan, Reading Workshop, and Writing Workshop in Teacher Guide for detailed, daily instructional procedures. 

 
Launching a Unit 

● Introduce the unit’s Essential Question and briefly explain what students will learn in the unit. 
● Prepare students to watch the Unit Video by explaining what you want them to pay attention to as they watch. 
● Play the Unit Video.  
● Use ELL Targeted Support suggestions to activate students’ prior knowledge and experience to support understanding of the video. 
● Engage students in a guided discussion of the Unit Video with the Turn, Talk, and Share questions. 
● Assign independent activities in the Student Interactive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Unit 1: My Neighborhood (5 Weeks) 
Unit Theme Unit Reading Goal 
Social Studies: Exploration (Geography) I know about different types of fiction and understand their elements. 
Unit Essential Question Unit Writing Goal 
What is a neighborhood? I can learn about books and how to write stories. 
Genre Spotlight Reading-Writing Bridge Goal 
Realistic Fiction I can use language to make connections between reading and writing. 

 Big Ideas & Learning Goals Focus Standards Texts Vocabulary &  
High-Frequency Words 

Week 1 

Big Idea 
Describe characters in realistic fiction to 
better understand them. 
 

Essential Question 
How can neighbors help each other? 

 

Learning Goals 
● I can read realistic fiction. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write realistic fiction. 
● I can write a story. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.6, RL.1.7, RL.1.10 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.c, L.1.2, L.1.5, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1 

 Launch Text 
“Neighbor to Neighbor” 

(infographic) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“Trash on the Trail” 

 

Shared Reading 
“The Blackout” 

 

Decodable Text 
“At a Mat” 

 

Book Club 
Neighborhoods Around the World 

Vocabulary 
check 
quiet 
listen 

mutters 
 

High-Frequency Words 
I 

see 
a 

his 
is 



Week 2 

Big Idea 
Describe the setting to understand important 
elements of realistic fiction. 
 

Essential Question 
What can I see in a neighborhood? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read realistic fiction. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write realistic fiction. 
● I can write a story. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.c, R.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.1, RL.1.3, RL.1.7, RL.1.10 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.1 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.e, L.1.2.d, L.1.5, L.1.5.c 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.b 

 

Writing 
W.1.5, W.1.6 

Launch Text 
“What Is in a Neighborhood?” 

(infographic) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“A Neighborhood Walk” 

 

Shared Reading 
excerpt from Henry on Wheels 

 

Decodable Text 
“Tip the Cat” 

 

Book Club 
Neighborhoods Around the World 

Vocabulary 
sand 
block 
street 
corner 

 
High-Frequency Words 

we 
like 
the 
one 
do 

Week 3 

Big Idea 
Use text features to find out more 
information about an informational text. 
 

Essential Question 
How do signs in our neighborhood help us? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about a neighborhood. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write a story. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1, RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.b, 

RF.1.3.g 
 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.5, RI.1.7, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.2.d, L.1.4, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1 

 

Writing 
W.1.5 

Launch Text 
“Traffic Signals” (diagram) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Signs in Your Neighborhood” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Look Both Ways!” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Big Biff” 

 

Book Club 
Neighborhoods Around the World 

Vocabulary 
left 

right 
guard 

crosswalk 
 

High-Frequency Words 
look 
you 
was 
by 
are 



Week 4 

Big Idea 
Describe characters in realistic fiction to 
better understand them. 
 

Essential Question 
How can I get to know my neighbors? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about a neighborhood. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write a story. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.3, RL.1.9, RL.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.f, L.1.1.h, L.1.1.i, L.1.2.d, 

L.1.4.b, L.1.5.c 
 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1.c, SL.1.4, SL.1.5 

 

Writing 
W.1.5, W.1.8 

Launch Text 
“Neighborhood Activities” 

(infographic) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“Welcome to the Neighborhood” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Garden Party” and  
“Click, Clack, Click!” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Fill the Pen” 

 

Book Club 
Neighborhoods Around the World 

Vocabulary 
plant 
help 
meet 
join 

 
High-Frequency Words 

have 
they 
that 
two 
up 

Week 5 

Big Idea 
Use text features to learn how to perform the 
task in the procedural text. 
 

Essential Question 
What does a neighborhood look like? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about a neighborhood. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write a story. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.b, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.10 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.6 

 

Language 
L.1.1, L.1.1.a, L.1.1.f, L.1.1.i, L.1.2.d, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.a, SL.1.4 

 

Writing 
W.1.5, W.1.8 

Launch Text 
“Kinds of Neighborhoods” 

(infographic) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“How to Describe Your 

Neighborhood” 
 

Shared Reading 
“Making a Map” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Three Will Run” 

 

Book Club 
Neighborhoods Around the World 

Vocabulary 
buildings 

stores 
school 
library 

 
High-Frequency Words 

he 
as 
to 

with 
three 

Unit 2: I Spy (5 Weeks) 
Unit Theme Unit Reading Workshop Goal 
Science: Patterns (Life Science) I can read informational text and understand its elements. 
Unit Essential Question Unit Writing Workshop Goal 
How do living things grow and change? I can write informational texts using elements of informational text. 
Genre Spotlight Reading-Writing Bridge Goal 
Informational Text I can use language to make connections between reading and writing informational texts. 

 Big Ideas & Learning Goals Focus Standards Texts Vocabulary &  
High-Frequency Words 



Week 1 

Big Idea 
Identify the main idea to understand 
informational text. 
 

Essential Question 
How do animals grow and change? 

 

Learning Goals 
● I can read informational text. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write informational text. 
● I can write an informational text. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1.a, RF.1.2.b, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.2, L.1.4, L.1.5, L.1.5.c 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1 

 

Writing 
W.1.5 

 Launch Text 
“How Big is the Baby?” (infographic) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“A Kit Grows Up” 

 

Shared Reading 
“The Life of a Frog” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Big Fox, Little Fox” 

 

Book Club 
Red-Tailed Hawks at Big Bend 

Vocabulary 
eggs 
frogs 
gills 

tadpole 
 

High-Frequency Words 
help 
little 
come 

my 
saw 

Week 2 

Big Idea 
Use informational text structures to make 
inferences from a text. 
 

Essential Question 
How do plants grow and change? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read informational text. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write informational text. 
● I can write an informational text. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1, L.1.a, L.1.1.j, L.1.5.d, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.c, SL.1.2 

 

Writing 
W.1.2 

Launch Text 
“Parts of a Plant” (diagram) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Growing Food for the Table” 

 

Shared Reading 
“The Life Cycle of a Sunflower” 

 

Decodable Text 
“The Stems” 

 

Book Club 
Red-Tailed Hawks at Big Bend 

Vocabulary 
buds 
soil 

stems 
leaves 

 
High-Frequency Words 

walk 
she 

what 
take 

 jump 

Week 3 

Big Idea 
Read informational text to explore the 
author’s purpose for writing. 
 

Essential Question 
How are baby animals different from their 
parents? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read informational text. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write informational text. 
● I can write an informational text. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1, RF.1.2, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.f, RF.1.3.g, 

RF.1.4.c 
 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.2, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.j, L.1.2.d, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.a, SL.1.1,c 

 

Writing 
W.1.2, W.1.5 

Launch Text 
“Baby Animal Names” (diagram) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Animal Babies Change” 

 

Shared Reading 
“How Do Baby Animals Grow?” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Little Ducks” 

 

Book Club 
Red-Tailed Hawks at Big Bend 

Vocabulary 
kangaroo 
penguin 

polar bear 
 

High-Frequency Words 
this 
use 

from 
think 
blue 

 



Week 4 

Big Idea 
Describe elements of poetry to create new 
understandings. 
 

Essential Question 
How do animals change with the seasons? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about how living things grow 

and change. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write an informational text. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.3.a, RF.1.3.f, RF.1.3.g, RF.1.4.a 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.4, RL.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1, L.1.1.a, L.1.1.b, L.1.1.c, L.1.1.j, L.1.2, 

L.1.4.b, L.1.6 
 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.a, SL.1.2 

Launch Text 
“Changing with the Seasons” 

(timeline) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“Changing Animals” 

 

Shared Reading 
“The Long Sleep” and “Changes” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Beth and Nash” 

 

Book Club 
Red-Tailed Hawks at Big Bend 

Vocabulary 
eat 
dig 

sleep 
burrow 

 
High-Frequency Words 

goes 
make 
her 
too 
all 

Week 5 

Big Idea 
Identify the elements of plays and what 
makes them unique. 
 

Essential Question 
How do people grow and change? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about how living things grow 

and change. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write an informational text. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.3, RL.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.f, L.1.1.j, L.1.2, L.1.2.c, L.1.2.d, 

L.1.4.a, L.1.5.d 
 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1.b 

 

Writing 
W.1.1, W.1.2, W.1.6 

Launch Text 
“Growing Older” (poem) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“A Visit to the Dentist” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Bigger Shoes for the Big Race” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Brave Jane!” 

 

Book Club 
Red-Tailed Hawks at Big Bend 

Vocabulary 
big 

new 
fast 

small 
 

High-Frequency Words 
four 
five 
ride 
your 
part 

 
Unit 3: Imagine That (5 Weeks) 

Unit Theme Unit Reading Workshop Goal 
Humanities: Expressions (Arts and Literature) I can read traditional stories and understand the elements of the genre. 
Unit Essential Question Unit Writing Workshop Goal 
How can we use our imaginations? I can write poetry using elements of poetry. 
Genre Spotlight Reading-Writing Bridge Goal 
Traditional Stories I can use language to make connections between reading and writing traditional stories. 

 Big Ideas & Learning Goals Focus Standards Texts Vocabulary &  
High-Frequency Words 



Week 1 

Big Idea 
Describe the plot to make, correct, and 
confirm predictions about a story. 
 

Essential Question 
Why is it important to plan ahead? 

 

Learning Goals 
● I can read traditional stories. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write poetry. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.b, RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.a, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.2, RF.1.5, RL.1.6, RL.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.c, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.c 

 Launch Text 
“Planning Your Visit to the Zoo” 

(website) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“The Lion and the Mouse” 

 

Shared Reading 
“The Ant and the Grasshopper” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Can Phil Help?” 

 

Book Club 
Imagination at Work 

Vocabulary 
stored 
begged 

gathered 
prepared 

 
High-Frequency Words 

round 
good 
said 
no 
put 

Week 2 

Big Idea 
Discuss the author’s purpose in order to make 
connections. 
 

Essential Question 
How do tricky characters use their 
imaginations? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read traditional stories. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write poetry. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3.a, RF.1.3.c, RF.1.3.g, 

RF.1.4 
 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.4, RL.1.0 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.b, L.1.5, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.c 

Launch Text 
“What is a Tricky Character?” (draw 

and write) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“How the Antelope Outsmarted 

Cheetah” 
 

Shared Reading 
“The Clever Monkey” 

 

Decodable Text 
“The Race” 

 

Book Club 
Imagination at Work 

Vocabulary 
sadly 
fairly 

exactly 
carefully 

 
High-Frequency Words 

could 
be 
old 
why 
of 



Week 3 

Big Ideas 
Describe elements of poetry to make 
connections to other poems. 
 

Essential Question 
How can imagination lead to a new idea? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about using my imagination. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write poetry. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.a, RF.1.2.b, RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.c, 

RF.1.3.g 
 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.d, L.1.4.a, L.1.4.c, L.1.5, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.a, SL.1.2, SL.1.6 

Launch Text 
“New Ideas!” (infographic) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Poems” 

 

Shared Reading 
 “Poodle Doodles”; “The Box; and 

“Sandcastle” 
 

Decodable Text 
“A Deep Sleep” 

 

Book Club 
Imagination at Work 

Vocabulary 
draw 

doodle 
decorate 
scribble 

 
High-Frequency Words 

or 
live 

work 
who 
out 

Week 4 

Big Idea 
Describe plot and setting to help visualize 
details of a story. 
 

Essential Question 
Why do we like certain kinds of stories? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read traditional stories. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write poetry. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.b, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1, L.1.1.a, L.1.1.d, L.1.2, L.1.2.d, L.1.4.a 

Launch Text 
“Stories Tell About...” (poem) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“The Goose and the Golden Egg” 

 

Shared Reading 
“The Cow and the Tiger” 

 

Decodable Text 
“The Picnic” 

 

Book Club 
Imagination at Work 

Vocabulary 
sad 

angry 
happy 

surprised 
 

High-Frequency Words 
there 
down 
drink 
now 

together 

Week 5 

Big Idea 
Identify persuasive text and make 
connections between the text and personal 
experiences. 
 

Essential Question 
Why are art and music classes important? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about using my imagination. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write poetry. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.d, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.2, RI.1.8, RI.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.b, L.1.1.c, L.1.2, L.1.2.d, 

L.1.4.a, L.1.6 
 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1.c, SL.1.2, SL.1.4, SL.1.6 

 

Writing 
W.1.5, W.1.6 

Launch Text 
“Creative Expression” (turn & talk) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Why Kids Need Chores” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Thumbs Up for Art and Music!” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Sing!” 

 

Book Club 
Imagination at Work 

Vocabulary 
think 
learn 

remember 
concentrate 

 
High-Frequency Words 

grow 
full 

around 
find 

under 

 
 



Unit 4: Making History (5 Weeks) 
Unit Theme Unit Reading Workshop Goal 
Social Studies: Connections (History) I can read biographies and understand the elements of the genre. 
Unit Essential Question Unit Writing Workshop Goal 
Why is the past important? I can write a personal narrative using elements of personal narrative. 
Genre Spotlight Reading-Writing Bridge Goal 
Biography I can use language to make connections between reading and writing. 

 Big Ideas & Learning Goals Focus Standards Texts Vocabulary &  
High-Frequency Words 

Week 1 

Big Idea 
Describe connections from the text to other 
texts or personal experiences. 
 

Essential Question 
How do artists of the past help us see the 
world differently? 

 

Learning Goals 
● I can read a biography. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write narrative nonfiction. 
● I can write a personal narrative. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.2.b, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.f, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.2.a, L.1.2.e, L.1.5, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.c, SL.1.4 

 

Writing 
W.1.3 

 Launch Text 
“Frida Kahlo: Artist” (timeline) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Pablo Picasso” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Through Georgia’s Eyes” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Star Art” 

 

Book Club 
Old Ways and New Ways 

Vocabulary 
amaze 

memory 
wonder 

discovers 
 

High-Frequency Words 
new 

thank 
always 
found 
please 

Week 2 

Big Idea 
Use text structure to learn more about the 
life of who the biography is about. 
 

Essential Question 
How can a person’s actions change the 
world? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read a biography. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write narrative nonfiction. 
● I can write a personal narrative. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.e, L.1.2.d, L.1.4.c, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.a, SL.1.1.b, SL.1.c, SL.1.2 

 

Writing 
W.1.3 

Launch Text 
“Martin Luther King, Jr.” (website) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Sandra Day O’Connor” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Jackie Robinson” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Kurt Can Help” 

 

Book Club 
Old Ways and New Ways 

Vocabulary 
loved 

cheered 
admired 
allowed 

 
High-Frequency Words 

were 
pull 

every 
any 
very 



Week 3 

Big Ideas 
Determine the theme and topic of the text to 
better understand it. 
 

Essential Question 
How can technology change the world? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about people who have made 

history. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write a personal narrative. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.f, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.2, RL.1.6, RL.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.e, L.1.1.f, L.1.4.a, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1c 

 

Writing 
W.1.3 

Launch Text 
“Technology in Our Lives” 

(infographic) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“From Horse to Car” 

 

Shared Reading 
 “Before the Railroad Came” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Cars by Bob” 

 

Book Club 
Old Ways and New Ways 

Vocabulary 
drive 
ranch 
cattle 

railroad 
 

High-Frequency Words 
away 
our 
light 

never 
pretty 

Week 4 

Big Idea 
Compare and contrast the two texts to 
determine how they are similar and different. 
 

Essential Question 
Why is it important to learn about our 
country’s past? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about people who have made 

history. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write a personal narrative. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.a, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3.b, RF.1.3.c, 

RF.1.3.g 
 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.5, RI.1.9, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.a, L.1.1.c, L.1.1.e, L.1.2, L.1.2.d, L.1.4, 

L.1.4.b, L.1.6 
 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.2 

Launch Text 
“What Is America?” (poem) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“The First Thanksgiving” and “A Big 

Feast” 
 

Shared Reading 
“What is the Story of Our Flag?” and 

“The First American Flag” 
 

Decodable Text 
“Raise the Flag” 

 

Book Club 
Old Ways and New Ways 

Vocabulary 
stars 
field 

patch 
stripes 

 
High-Frequency Words 

again 
how 
read 
soon 
both 

Week 5 

Big Idea 
Identify the main idea of the text to 
determine what it is mainly about. 
 

Essential Question 
What can people from the past teach us 
about helping others? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read narrative nonfiction. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write narrative nonfiction. 
● I can write a personal narrative. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1, RF.1.2, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.c, 

RF.1.3.g, RF.1.4.a 
 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.L.1.a, L.1.1.d, L.1.1.f, L.1.1.j, L.1.2.d, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1.a, SL.1.1.c 

 

Writing 
W.1.3, W.1.6 

Launch Text 
“Helpful Heroes” (infographic) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Giving Away a Fortune” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Eleanor Roosevelt” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Nurse Joy” 

 

Book Club 
Old Ways and New Ways 

Vocabulary 
vote 

views 
rights 

leaders 
 

High-Frequency Words 
carry 
going 
been 

words 
does 

Unit 5: Beyond My World (5 Weeks) 



Unit Theme Unit Reading Workshop Goal 
Science: Our World (Earth Science) I can read informational text and understand the elements of the genre. 
Unit Essential Question Unit Writing Workshop Goal 
How do the seasons affect us? I can write a how-to book using elements of informational research text. 
Genre Spotlight Reading-Writing Bridge Goal 
Informational Text I can use language to make and use words to read and write informational text. 

 Big Ideas & Learning Goals Focus Standards Texts Vocabulary &  
High-Frequency Words 

Week 1 

Big Idea 
Use text structure to learn more about the 
different seasons. 
 

Essential Question 
What happens during the seasons? 

 

Learning Goals 
● I can read informational text. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write informational text. 
● I can write a how-to book. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.a, RF.1.2.c, RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.c, 

RF.1.3.g 
 

Reading (Literature) 
RL.1.1 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.8, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.2.c, L.1.5, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.1.a, SL.1.2, SL.1.6 

 

Writing 
W.1.2, W.1.8 

 Launch Text 
“Seasons of an Apple Tree” 

(infographic) 
 

Read-Aloud 
“Sunlight and Seasons” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Every Season” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Spring Is Here” 

 

Book Club 
Moving with the Seasons 

Vocabulary 
autumn 
spring 

summer 
winter 

 
High-Frequency Words 

would 
buy 

people 
about 
write 

Week 2 

Big Idea 
Use text features to locate information about 
seasons around the world. 
 

Essential Question 
What are seasons like around the world? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read informational text. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write informational text. 
● I can write a how-to book. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.2.a, RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.5, RI.1.6, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.g, L.1.2.e, L.1.4.b, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.5 

 

Writing 
W.1.1, W.1.2, W.1.8 

Launch Text 
“Seasons Here and There” (website) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Weather Balloons” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Seasons Around the World” 

 

Decodable Text 
“The Sailor” 

 

Book Club 
Moving with the Seasons 

Vocabulary 
dry 
rain 

snow 
sunlight 

 
High-Frequency Words 

once 
done 
water 
wash 
upon 



Week 3 

Big Ideas 
Recognize the features of persuasive text in 
order to identify it. 
 

Essential Question 
What do people like about the seasons? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about the seasons. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write a how-to book. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1, RF.1.2, RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.8, RI.1.9, RI.1.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.i, L.1.2.d, L.1.4.a, R.1.5.d, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.5 

 

Writing 
W.1.2 

Launch Text 
“Seasonal Activities” (interactive) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Fall Is the Best Season” 

 

Shared Reading 
 “In Spring” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Best Time of the Year” 

 

Book Club 
Moving with the Seasons 

Vocabulary 
fawns 
worms 

squirrels 
 

High-Frequency Words 
sentence 

off 
because 

laugh 
open 

 

Week 4 

Big Idea 
Determine the theme of the text to 
determine what it is mainly about. 
 

Essential Question 
How do we know when the seasons are 
changing? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read about the seasons. 
● I can make and use words to connect 

reading and writing. 
● I can write a how-to book. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1, RF.1.2, RF.1.2.d, RF.1.3, RF.1.3.g 

 

Reading (Literature) 
Rl.1.2, RI.1.2, RL.1.4, RL.10 

 

Language 
L.1.1.i, L.1.2, L.1.2.b, L.1.2.e, L.1.4.a, L.1.4.b 

 

Writing 
W.1.2 

Launch Text 
“Season to Season” (poem) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“Winter Food” 

 

Shared Reading 
“My Autumn Book” 

 

Decodable Text 
“Signs of Change 

 

Book Club 
Moving with the Seasons 

Vocabulary 
crisp 
chilly 

breeze 
 

High-Frequency Words 
move 
learn 
eight 
house 
only 

Week 5 

Big Idea 
Use pictures and text to learn about what the 
season of winter looks like. 
 

Essential Question 
What do living things do in the winter? 
 

Learning Goals 
● I can read informational text. 
● I can make and use words to read and 

write informational text. 
● I can write a how-to book. 

Reading - Foundational 
RF.1.1, RF.1.1.a, RF.1.2, RF.1.2.b, RF.1.3, 

RF.1.3.g, RF.1.4.a 
 

Reading (Informational) 
RI.1.7 

 

Language 
L.1.1, L.1.1.i, L.1.2.c, L.1.2.e, L.1.6 

 

Speaking & Listening 
SL.1.1.a, SL.1.2 

 

Writing 
W.1.6, W.1.8 

Launch Text 
“Animals in Winter” (infographic) 

 

Read-Aloud 
“What Animals Do in the Winter” 

 

Shared Reading 
“Signs of Winter” 

 

Decodable Text 
“In Winter” 

 

Book Club 
Moving with the Seasons 

Vocabulary 
seasons 
weather 
daylight 

temperature 
 

High-Frequency Words 
today 
warm 
years 

should 
world 

 


